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The holy brothers Cyril and Methodius - the forefathers of the
Bulgarian alphabet

In 1980, Pope John Paul Il declared them co-patron saints of Europe, together with
Benedict of Nursia.




National School anthem which is sung by
everybody on 24" May, The Day of the
Bulgarian Alphabet, Education and Culture

BbpBU, HOpOAE Bb3POAEHU

=  "BbpBM, HOPOAE Bb3POAEHM,

™  KbM CBETAQ ObAHMHA BbPBU,

™  C KHM>XKOBHOCTTQ, TO3 CMAQ HOBQ,

» CbADMHUTE CU T MOAHOBMU!

=  BbpBM KbM MoOLLHATA NpocseTal
= B cBeTOBHMTE OOPOM BbPBM,
=  OT AABXXHOCT HEM3MEHHO BOAEH -

= |1 bor we 1e 6Aaarocaosum!

= Hanpeal Haykata e cAbHLUE,
™  KOETO BbB AYLLIMTE rpem!
= Hanpea!l HapoAHOCTTA HE MAaAQ

» TOM, AETO 3HOHLETO XMBeEM!

~

March ahead, o revived people

= March ahead, o revived people,
= to your future march ahead,

= forge your destiny of glory,

= by the might of letters led.

= March to powerful knowledge,
= |et your duty be your guide!
= Join the host of other peoples,
» God is always by your side.

= Gol For like the sun is knowledge.
= On the soul it sheds its rays.

» Gol A people shall not perish,

= when frue learning lights its days.



“It is all Greek to me.”

All religious books were in Greek and all sermons were conducted in
this language. However, few people knew Greek and the ordinary
people did not understand it.




The Glagolitic Alphabet




The Cyrillic Alphabet
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The Cyrillic

= A combination of 24 Greek
(Thracian) letters and

= 12 Glagolitic letters to reflect
some specific Bulgarian
sounds




The two alphabets
the cyrilic and the glagolytic

Kupumua

 ABRTAGXZ
1THKAMNON

PCTOOXW
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Latin |Bu|-garian
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The three official alphabets of the
EUROPEAN UNION

=The Latin alphabet

»The Greek alphabet

=The Cyrillic alphabet (as of 2007)




Some additional facts about the
Cyrillic alphabet

= Used by 400 million people and over 50
languages around the world today
(Bulgarian, Byelorussian,

Macedonian, Russian, Serbian, Ukrainian
and some others).

= The Cyrillic is the official alphabet of 12
countries.

= 15 % of the world’s population are
educated using the Cyrillic alphabet




The Suggestion

= Qur ancestors started celebrating the 24th
May (the national day of the Bulgarian
Alphabet, Education, and Culture) more
than two hundred years ago (in 1803 for
the first time).

=»The 24" May should become Europe’s
Education Day.



WHY 77?7
Because .........

» Education is the passport to the future, for
tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it
today. (Malcolm X.)

® Education is not preparation for life; education is
life itself. (John Dewey)

» Education is a better safeguard of liberty than @
standing army. (Edward Everett)




